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Mountains, from Alaska to Mexico. It is a stemless plant with short clusters of flowers. It is poisonous to cattle, sheep, and horses.
The purple loco is sometimes called the true loco. It is most abundant in Texas but has been encountered in adjoining regions. The purple loco plant differs from the white in that it has a stem. Both the white and purple loco plants sometimes reach a height of 2 feet. Purple loco is especially poisonous to horses but may poison cattle.
The blue loco plant grows in the Southwest. This looks something like alfalfa. The blue loco affects horses chiefly, but has been known to poison cattle and sheep.
All loco plants produce similar effects. Animals must eat them for a long time before they show any symptoms. There is loss of flesh, staggering gait, and loss of muscular control. Many of the animals are extremely nervous and act crazy. When animals acquire a taste for the loco plants, they will seek them out and eat little or nothing else, even though other safe forage is at hand. A steer affected with this disease will often stand for hours at a time without moving or changing its position. It finally falls and dies. Treatment consists of removing the sick animals from the infested range and supplying good forage such as alfalfa.